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10 POINT PLAN FOR CHANGE

2. More housing choice

We have too many 3 & 4 bedroom 
houses and not enough smaller 
dwellings in Bellingen Shire. Increase 
the range of housing types across our 
Shires so that we can age in place and 
young people can stay. 

Local

1. More affordable homes
to rent and buy

The current housing system is broken. 
Encourage new approaches beyond 
home ownership and private rental, like 
shared equity and Community Land 
Trusts. More government investment in 
social housing in our Shires for low 
and moderate income earners. 

Local

Everybody’s Home

3. Support for first home buyers

Reset our tax system to make it fairer for 
ordinary Australians wanting to buy a home.

4. A better deal for renters

Get rid of “no grounds” evictions and unfair 
rent rises so that renters have the security 
they need to create homes, build lives and 
raise families. Increase Commonwealth 
Rent Assistance for the thousands of 
Australians who are struggling to pay rent. 
Explore the impact of Airbnb on the supply 
of long term rental housing.

Local & Everybody’s Home

Local

5. Universal design is widely adopted

Universal design (UD) is environmentally 
responsible and contributes to community 
resilience, health and wellbeing. It encourages 
social inclusion and helps people respond to 
life challenges and transitions. Governments 
introduce incentives to encourage widespread 
use of UD principles. 

6. More Aboriginal housing
and less overcrowding

The implications of Aboriginal 
population growth plus the importance 
of living on country are understood 
and drive increased investment in 
Aboriginal owned housing.

Local

7. Homelessness is reduced – with a plan to end it by 2030

There is no homelessness in our Shires. Crisis accommodation and housing options for homeless 
people are well funded. With real effort we can halve homelessness in five years - and end it in 10.

Local & Everybody’s Home
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8. Responsive local Government
reflects the needs of
the local community

Local Councils are responsive, 
innovative, strategic and develop an 
affordable housing strategy.

Local

9. A national housing strategy

More low-cost properties mean more 
choices, making it cheaper and 
easier to find a home. 500,000 new 
low-cost rental homes are needed 
to meet the demand for affordable 
housing.

Everybody’s Home

10. An ‘affordable’ housing hub is established

A centre of expertise is established to build on the work of the Affordable Housing 
Action Group and support local initiatives.

Local

https://everybodyshome.com.au

Universal Design Definition:

Universal design is the design and composition of an environment so that it can be accessed, understood and used 
to the greatest extent possible by all people regardless of their age, size, ability or disability. An environment (or any 
building, product, or service in that environment) should be designed to meet the needs of all people who wish to use 
it. This is not a special requirement, for the benefit of only a minority of the population. It is a fundamental condition 
of good design. If an environment is accessible, usable, convenient and a pleasure to use, everyone benefits. By 
considering the diverse needs and abilities of all throughout the design process, universal design creates products, 
services and environments that meet peoples' needs. Simply put, universal design is good design.  

 http://universaldesignaustralia.net.au

Note: The local priorities are from over 300 responses to a local needs mapping survey and our action group meetings 
in 2018. The Everybody’s Home priorities are from the national campaign which the Action Group supports.


